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Hello from Headquarters 

New SIHS Members 

Dear SIHS members and supporters, 
Congratulations on being part of one of the fastest growing 
international groups concerned with saving lives in the devel-
oping world by improving surgical care. To date we have nearly 
120 member from 23 countries.  
Aside from a growing membership, research articles have been 
published in the past few months, in Archives of Surgery, World 
Journal of Surgery, the Journal of Surgical Education and the Scandi-
navian Journal of Surgery; and our on-going commitment to Si-
erra Leone has seen additional members work with the local 
surgeons to assist patients and train junior doctors. 
Two training workshops are being organized in Malawi in June 
and local surgeons and doctors will be trained in the placement 
of expandable esophageal stents for inoperable esophageal can-
cer. In July, SIHS will facilitate a disaster management course at Connaught Hospital in Free-
town, Sierra Leone. 
Our ongoing commitment to assisting local surgeons continues to grow! As many of you 
know, our work in just beginning and we look forward to your continued involvement and 
support. 
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For information on becoming a 
member or recommending a 

facility please refer to our web-
site : 

www.humanitariansurgery.org 

 

Or email: 

 

peter@humanitariansurgery.org 
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International 
Humanitarian Surgery 

Surgeons OverSeas (SOS) is the flagship program 
for the Society of International Humanitarian Surgeons 
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Surgical Opportunities 
Facilities interested in surgical assis-
tance include: 

Asia: 

•Afghanistan: General, Ortho 

•Cambodia: General, Ortho 

•China: Laparoscopic 

•Nepal: Laparoscopic, Ortho 

•India: (20 hospitals) General, Ortho, 

OB/GYN 

Africa: 

•East Africa: (120 hospitals) Plastics, 

Urology, Ortho 
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•Ghana: General, Trauma, Ortho 

•Kenya: VVF, Pediatric, Urology, Or-

tho 

•Liberia: General, OB/GYN 

•Malawi: (3 hospitals) General, Urol-

ogy, OB/GYN, Ortho, Neuro 

•Nigeria: Endoscopic, Laparoscopic, 

Urology 

•Sierra Leone: General, Ortho 

•Tanzania: General, Ortho 

•Uganda: General 

“SURGICAL FACILITY DATABASE” is available: 
email peter@humanitariansurgery.org 

For more information on surgical facilities 
and mission opportunities contact: 

peter@humanitariansurgery.org 

WHO Global Initiative for Emergency and Essential Surgical Care 
(GIEESC) 

On June 5 and 6, 2009, over 100 surgeons, anesthesiologists, physicians, nurses and global health specialists assembled in Ulaan 
Baatar, Mongolia for the 3rd WHO Global Initiative for Emergency and Essential Surgical Care (GIEESC) meeting. The Mongolian 
Ministry of Health and local WHO office hosted 
the event which was held in the Mongolian Gov-
ernment House. Updates from progress since the 
previous GIEESC meeting in 2007 highlighted how 
the IMEESC tool kit is being implemented and pro-
gress in documenting the surgical capacity of vari-
ous low and middle income counties.  

In attendance were SIHS members: Sandro Con-
tini, Lundeg Gandbold, Richard Gosselin, 
Adam Kushner, Ray Price, Peter Reemst, 
and David Spiegel. 

Recommendations and a final report of the pro-
ceeding will soon be available on the GIEESC web-
site at www.who.int/surgery   
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Journal Club 

Surgery and Refugee Populations 
AL Kushner, RS Groen, TP Kingham, Scand J Surg, 98: 18-24, 2009 
Although infectious diseases, malnutrition and diarrhea account for the vast majority of deaths in many crisis situations, many individuals also suffer 
from traumatic injuries and other surgically treatable conditions. Understanding the determinants involved in surgical interventions is facilitated by 
defining baseline, emergent and chronic phases for refugees and internally displaced populations. International aid organizations often expend vast 
resources on surgical interventions. More detailed assessments and further study may help provide insight into optimizing the success and minimizing 
the cost of such interventions. This article is a review of the surgical and disaster literature and defines issues for further study.  

http://www.fimnet.fi/sjs/articles/SJS12009-18.pdf 

BoSD: Burden of Surgical Disease Working Group 

Congratulations 
We wish to congratulate Dr. Glen Geelhoed, for winning the 2009 American College of Surgeons/Pfizer Volunteerism and 
Humanitarian: International Award.  
“Dr. Geelhoed is developing an international health center and international 
medical education program as the George Washington University Professor 
of International Medicine. Each year, he leads six to eight surgical missions 
with teams of physicians, residents and medical students that provide clinical 
care and education around the world.” 
The award will officially be presented at the Board of Governors’ black tie 
dinner gala on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 and Dr. Geelhoed will speak as 
part of a plenary session: Humanitarian Outreach at Home and Abroad: Les-
sons from the 2009 ACS/Pfizer Volunteerism and Humanitarian Award Win-
ners to be held on Monday October 12, 2009 from 9:45 am —1:00 pm at 
the 95th Annual ACS Clinical Congress to be held in Chicago, IL. More infor-
mation is available through the ACS website at www.facs.org or the Opera-
tion Giving Back website at www.operationgivingback.org  

Glen Geelhoed 
Glen Geelhoed continues his multiple surgical mission throughout the world. He has posted photos of his latest missions on-
line. Photos are available here.   
http://www.yorkphoto.com/share/p=403211242939534073/l=899501002/g=34395895/cobrandOid=1002/otsc=SYE/otsi=SALB 

The 2nd annual  meeting of the Global Burden of Surgical Disease Working Group was held May 20-22 in Chicago, IL at the 
headquarters of the American College of Surgeons. This meeting was sponsored by Operation Giving Back, the volunteerism 
arm of the American College of Surgeons. Topics included surgical data collection, surgical prioritization, the role of NGO’s in 
global surgical delivery, and the global anesthesia crisis. Several small group sessions were used to update the group on last 
years work and to plan for new projects. These sessions were titled global anesthesia, assessing burden of surgical and obstetrical 
disease, NGO surgical delivery, and academic partnerships for improved surgical delivery. SIHS members present at the meeting in-
cluded Peter Kingham, Kathleen Casey, Fiemu Nwariaku, Sherrie Wren, Susan Brundage, David Spiegel, Anat-
hea Powell, Richard Gosselin, and Serene Perkins. An upcoming issue of the World Journal of Surgery will publish the 
proceedings from this meeting.  



Downloadable Surgery Texts: 
Primary Surgery: Volume One - Non-Trauma 

(www.meb.uni-bonn.de/dtc/primsurg/index.html) 
Primary Surgery: Volume Two - Trauma 

(www.primary-surgery.org/ps/vol2/html/index.html) 
WHO: Surgical Care at the District Hospital 

(www.who.int/surgery/publications/scdh_manual/en/index.html) 
Manual of Surgery 

(www.gutenberg.org/files/17921/17921-h/17921-h.htm) 
ICRC: Surgery for Victims of War 

(www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/html/p0446) 
Surgery and Healing in the Developing World 

(http://www.landesbioscience.com/handbooks/Geelhoed.pdf) 
Global-HEALTH Texts 

(http://www.global-help.org/) 

The Society of International Humanitarian Surgeons (SIHS)  
saves lives in developing countries by improving surgical care.  
SIHS achieves this through collaborative training, funding, and 

research initiatives.   www.humanitariansurgery.org 

For additional information 
E-mail: 

peter@humanitariansurgery.org 

The Society of International 
Humanitarian Surgeons 

Combined IFRS/ARSI Conference: November 6-8, 2009 


